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I hereby certify that this 
correspondence is being 
deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as First 
Class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for 
Patents. P. 0. Box 1450. 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450. 
on the/date noted belc 




Patricia O. Bry! 
Dated: June 28, 200 4 

In the event that this Paper 
is late filed, and the 
necessary petition for 
extension of time is not filed 
concurrently herewith, please 
consider this as a Petition 
for the requisite extension of 
time, and to the extent not 
tendered by check attached 
hereto, authorization to 
charge the extension fee. 
or any other fee required 
SIR* in connection with this 

Paper, to Account No. 06-1378. 

Submitted herewith are copies of the three documents ' 
identified on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A. It is respectfully 
requested that the Examiner return an initialed copy of the 
attached Form PTO/SB/08A to confirm that the documents listed 
therein have all been considered and made of record, 
f Japanese document Nos . 5-23375 and 10-119159 are identified 
at page 1, lines 11-14 of the present specification. These 
documents are discussed in the introductory portion of the 
present specification. 

Japanese document No. 5-23375 is a utility model 
application, and an English Abstract thereof is not available. 

A commercially available English language Abstract is 
provided for Japanese document No. 10-119159. 

Japanese 2002-57777, identified in the last two lines of 
page 1 of the present specification, was withdrawn and was 
replaced by a new Japanese application (2002-334292) claiming the 
domestic priority thereof. Submitted herewith is a copy of 
Japanese Publication No. 2004-58982 which is the 18-month 



publication of Japanese Application No, 2002-334292 which in turn 
claims the domestic priority of Japanese application 
No. 2002-57777 which is identified at the bottom of page 1 of the 
present specification . 

Also submitted herewith is an English translation of 
Japanese Publication No. 2004-58982, which is provided by the 
Japanese Patent Office. 

Also submitted herewith is a copy of U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. 2003/0164624 which claims the priority of the 
above-mentioned Japanese Application Nos. 2002-57777 and 
2002-334292. U.S. Published Patent Application No. 2003/0164624 
corresponds to U.S. Application Serial No. 10/365,964, which is 
currently pending in the USPTO. A Final Office Action dated 
May 4, 2004 was issued by the USPTO in said Application Serial 
No. 10/365,964. ( 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider all 
of the documents submitted herewith and return an initialed copy 
of the attached Form PTO/SB/08A to confirm that /all of the 
documents listed therein have been considered afnd made of record. 
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1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two- 
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document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Place a check here if English translation is attached. 



date MAILED: June 28, 2004 



